GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT

MONTH: September 2015
Summary of Case Inventory

I. COURT CASES									        2

Court Filings in September                                                                                           

A.  Maryland Court of Appeals                                                                                                                                            

Case Status of MCCR’s Final Decisions Appeals:

	     B.   Maryland Court of Special Appeals
           MCCR v. Baltimore County Government and Baltimore County Recreation   and Parks
· Subpoena Enforcement-Baltimore County refusing to turn over personnel records needed to complete an investigation.  Motions hearing on MCCR’s Petition to Enforce Subpoena, Respondents Motion to Dismiss and Change of Venue held July 31, 2015. 
· On Judge issued Memorandum & Order enforcing MCCR’s subpoena, denying Baltimore County’s Motions to Dismiss and Change of Venue (MCCR exercised its right to file the petition in Baltimore City as permitted by statute).
· Baltimore County noted an appeal to the Court of Special Appeals on August 28, 2015.
· MCCR filed Issues on Appeal/Supplemental Information Report on September 10, 2015.
· Awaiting Respondent’s brief.

C.  Circuit Courts
Robert Reuter v Dept. of Rec. & Parks/Cylburn Arboretum Assoc.
· The City filed a Motion to Dismiss before the Circuit Court challenging jurisdiction and other issues.  The parties agreed at the mediation to extend the response deadline to April 15, 2013.
· The parties held additional mediation conferences on March 11 & 25, 2013 during which the parties spoke with a possible expert Beneficial Designs to conduct an evaluation of the trails at the Arboretum.  We are awaiting an updated proposal from the expert setting forth work parameters and costs.  The next scheduled mediation is May 6, 2013.
· MCCR filed its Response in Opposition to Motion Dismiss filed by the City on April 30, 2013.  City filed its Reply on May 23, 2013. A hearing has yet to be scheduled. 
· Another mediation conference was held on June 5, 2013. The parties agreed on an expert, Adam Steo, Trail Conservation to conduct the assessment of trails at Cylburn.
· Parties conducted a site visit to Cylburn with the consultant on July 2, 2013, to identify the scope of work regarding the assessment. Consultant, contract drafted, reviewed and awaiting approval by the City.
· September 12, 2013, conference call with the consultant, Trail Conservancy, Inc. and Baltimore City to negotiate a proposed change in the scope of work as stated in the first draft of the Memorandum of Understanding for Cylburn Arboretum, ADA Trail Assessment Report Estimate.
· The terms for the Memorandum of Understanding have been finalized and signed December 11, 2013.  Phase 1 Preliminary Report submitted December 12, 2013
· Judge W. Michel Pierson ruled on the City’s “Motion to vacate or Reverse the Final Default Order of the State of Maryland Commission on Human Rights for Lack of Subject Matter Jurisdiction and to Dismiss the Statement of Charges” on December 10, 2013.  Judge Pierson ordered the City motion to be stricken because it was improper.  However, he reversed in part the order of the Commission and remanded it back for further proceedings to determine the remedy for the City’s violation.
· Parties met with Adam Steo, Trail Conservation for Phase 1 discussion and to negotiate Phase 2 Analysis.  City instructed to file a Motion to Stay with the Commission regarding Judge Pierson’s Order, pending the outcome of mediation.
· City filed Motion to Stay pending the outcome of mediation on February 27, 2014.
· Steo is performing the cost analysis of the proposed trails agreed upon by the parties.
· Motion to Continue Stay for 120 days filed September 12, 2014.
· Motion Granted September 15, 2014.
· Steo provided parties with drafts on the report. Should be completed by December.
· Final Draft of Cylburn Arboretum ADA Trail Assessment Report Estimate provided December 15, 2014 by Trail Conservancy INC., Austin Steo.
· Motion for Extension of Motion to Stay filed on January 9, 2015.
· First draft of settlement agreement received from the City for review on March 23, 2015.
· Second draft of settlement agreement received from the City on June 12, 2015
· Settlement Agreement finalized and approved by the City’s Law Department Settlement Committee. Agreement referred to the Board of Estimates for approval on August 25, 2015.


II.	PENDING STATEMENTS OF CHARGES                                                           2
	-Statement of Charges Pending                                    0
	-Statement of Charges Filed   				0		        
	-Statement of Charges-Case Remanded                      0 
	-Compliance	    			                                0
III.	PROBABLE CAUSE REVIEWS/LEGAL OPINIONS PENDING                         1
	-Staff provided with opinion/review                                0				  
	-Opinion/PC Reviews Pending                                      1 

IV.	SUBPOENA ENFORCEMENTS/RESPONSES                                                   1
	-Response to Subpoena Served on the Agency           
          - Motion to Quash
          - Enforcement (Commission Order)                                                                       1                                                           

V.	INACTIVE CASES									        3
	Monitoring Appeals of NPC Findings        1
	Monitoring for Enforcement 	            2

VI.	TOTAL LEGAL CASES                                                                                        9


VII.	MARYLAND PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT REQUESTS                                    7
	-MPIA Pending                                           3
           -MPIA Completed                                       2
           -MPIA Received                                         2

VIII.	TOTAL CASE INVENTORY                                                                                  16
	
											                  -3 
[bookmark: _GoBack]IX.	TOTAL ACTIVE CASE INVENTORY                                                                    13                                                        
	-5 Inactive Cases

X.	TRAININGS:
  	See separate report
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