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Testimony Regarding
Senate Bill 20 – Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing – Name Change 
Senate Bill 103 – Public Health Programs for Children – Renaming and Modernization

Position: Favorable

Dear Chairperson Middleton, Vice Chairperson Astle, and Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

	The Maryland Commission on Civil Rights (formerly the Maryland Commission on Human Relations) is the State agency responsible for the enforcement of laws prohibiting discrimination in employment, housing, and public accommodations based upon race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, genetic information, and disability. We submit to you the Agency’s favorable position on SB20 and SB103.

First, SB20 re-titles the name of the Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and its respective Advisory Council to include another segment of Marylanders – the DeafBlind - who are stakeholders in the Office’s business. The bill proposes that the new title reflect all of its stakeholders, and thus recommends that the new title include the DeafBlind.

Second, in order to reflect current practice and terminology, SB103 renames and modernizes the following programs:

1. The “Program for Hearing-Impaired Infants” will be changed to the “Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program” (as well as the renaming the advisory council to the “Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Advisory Council”); and 
2. The “Program for Crippled Children” will be changed to the “Program for Children with Special Health Care Needs”.

These bills have no fiscal impact on State resources.  Additionally, these bills will assist with educating the public on the prerogative, work, and services by both the Office and the Programs while no longer utilizing stigmatizing terminology.  For these reasons, the Maryland Commission on Civil Rights urges the committee to vote favorably on both SB20 and SB103.  Thank you for your consideration.
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